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Our dear friends, 
 

                           Thee will I praise with all my heart, 
                           And tell mankind how good Thou art,  

                      How marvellous Thy works of grace. 
 
We greet you with these words of Charles Wesley.  Marie was always reminding us that we are children of the Wesleys, 
but firstly, of course, children of the Heavenly Father. 
 
It will come as a shock to some of you to learn that in February our dear Sister Marie, our founder and lead Sister, was 
taken to her Heavenly Home.   It was sudden and will have been as much of a surprise for her to wake up in heaven as 
it was a shock for us to lose her.   Her funeral service was an expression of the love of many people as we gathered to 
release her into the nearer presence of her dear Lord and Saviour Jesus.   We were surrounded by the amazing love of 
our bishops, clergy and church family at that time and still know that their love and prayers are sustaining us.   
 
We are grateful to Marie’s brother, Bobby, for stories and pictures of her childhood and teenage life.  We were pleased 
that he and Marie’s cousin and his wife, Ralph and Doreen, were able to be at the funeral. 
 
Donations were received in memory of Marie for the work of Open Doors in North Korea which was always on her 
heart and we were able to send £1,401 for that ministry for which they and we thank you. 
 
Marie grew up in Newcastle upon Tyne.   She was proud of being a Geordie.  As a teenager she attended the Methodist 
church and aged 22 she offered, and was accepted, for the Wesley Deaconess Order.   She entered college.   The day 
came when she had to preach a trial sermon.   She was failed.   Resentment and depression followed for some months 
until a member of staff counselled her to seek repentance and forgiveness.   In the chapel her eyes fell upon the words 
of a hymn: 
                            I need not tell Thee who I am, 
  My misery and sin declare; 
  Thyself hast called me by my name. 
 
From that moment she knew that God was with her, and she had the peace she had been searching for.   A few days 
later she had what she described as a Damascus Road experience.   She had been in evening prayers singing a hymn 
written by a German pietist: 
     Thee will I love, my strength, my tower, 
  Thee will I love, my joy, my crown, 
  Thee will I love with all my power, 
  In all Thy works and Thee alone. 
 
Afterwards in her own room she knew that Jesus was there with her.   He spoke, saying “I died for 
you”.   In an instant, she knew her sins forgiven and that she was loved.   The resentment fell away 
and she was full of joy.   This experience was the basis of her evangelical faith.   She was ordained 
in 1967. 
 
After several deaconess appointments she felt called to community and the Sisters of Jesus Way 
was formed.   We give thanks to God for her wisdom and friendship over the 40 years of our 
community life. 
 
 



In May we had the joy of receiving Sister Pamela as a Bridal Sister.   Bishop Peter, who has been 
our Bishop Guardian for 14 years, led the worship and preached and this gave us also the 
opportunity to thank him as he is retiring in September.   We will miss him very much.  While he 
was with us he blessed and dedicated the large extension to our Mother House.   You will rejoice 
with us that the work is now finished and we are enjoying our new and extended rooms.   We are 
grateful to our builders for working quietly and unobtrusively so that our guests were able to 
continue to enjoy the beauty and quietness of the garden throughout the building work.   The Lord 
is good. 
 

As we write a landscaper has arrived to begin work on the area of disruption to the garden.   We 
envisage a new pond and waterfall, an extension to our little Community garden of remembrance 

where we have Marie’s ashes buried, and some relaying of the lawn at the far end.   Bishop Keith led the little service 
of burial of Marie’s ashes and we are grateful to him for his love and support of us.   It was very moving. 
 

In October we will celebrate our 40th Anniversary.   It will be a simple celebration of the Father’s goodness to us over 
the years.   There will be a running buffet from 4.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. followed by an evening of Prayer and Praise 
from 7.00 p.m.   We hope many of you will join us for this.   If you can let us know that you are coming that would be 
helpful.    Limited overnight accommodation is available for those who are travelling a distance but you do need to 
book in! 
 

When one of us was sitting on a bench at the end of a walkway recently, a lady passed with a 
walking stick which she lifted from time to time and then put it to the ground again when she began 
to wobble.   The Sister watched her reach the end of the path, turn and come back towards her.   
As she passed she said, “I’m learning to walk without my stick”, and the Sister thought, “That is 
where I am, that is where we are as a Community”.    This doesn’t mean that we will fall but that 
we are more dependent on the grace of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit.   Sometimes our 
Heavenly Father takes our props away so that we will lean more heavily on him.   I am sure you will 
recognise that in your own experience.    
 

As a Community we face the future with a little trepidation but also a sense of excitement as 
we wonder what the Heavenly Father has in store for us.   He is the God of new beginnings and 
already there are new things coming into focus, not least how we readjust to our new 
circumstance.   As we were praying one of our Sisters saw in her spirit a picture of a new green 
shoot pushing its way up through the hard ground.   Perhaps we have some loosening of the 
soil to do to enable that green shoot to grow into something beautiful or fruitful.                                                                                                                   

 

Maybe you are going through your own hard time but the Lord can use these times in an amazing 
way to bring  blessing to those around us.   So take heart and give thanks.   Giving thanks releases us from self-pity and 
the “poor me” of a despairing spirit.   Tell others of the marvellous grace of God. 
 

We would appreciate your prayers as we make decisions and seek the Father’s will as we go forward into the future, 
trusting Him to guide us safely through and provide for us as He has always done. 
 

Our ministry of hospitality will continue and we hope we will see you when the way opens up for you to come.   Our 
Celebration Programme for the autumn is enclosed and you will be welcome at these celebration times too.   Our 
teaching weekend will look at how Charles Wesley combines the Bible and Theology in his hymns and our Quiet 
Weekend will reflect on God’s promises to His children.   Sister Pamela and Sister Florence will again lead a day on 
Dance as an Instrument of Healing.   Our Advent Weekends are always popular as is our New Year Celebration. 
 

Please do book in early for our celebrations. 
 

We pray that the summer will be a blessed time for you and we leave you with some famous words of John Wesley:  
“The best is yet to be”. 
 
With love from a grateful Community,  
 
The Sisters of Jesus Way 
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