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Our Dear Friends,  
There is no doubt a pandemic is a time for sorting our priorities.   Charity shops are 
heaving under the pressure of mountains of stuff left outside their doors, which has 
been sorted from our attics, basements and cupboards.   There is a wait of anything 
up to three hours at the tip as we rid ourselves of all the unnecessary stuff in house 
and garden.   For us too it has been a time of sorting out – not just all that we have 
accumulated over recent years but sorting where our priorities lie.   So we ask 
ourselves: 
 
Where are we now? Where are we going?   What is important to us? 
 
Where are we now? 
As a community we are still here!   It has been a turbulent few months and still there are unresolved problems, 
but the builders are back and work is now continuing on the refurbishment of our chapel and side rooms.   We 
are happy to see them back with us.  We have agreed a design for new stained glass windows with Pendle Glass 
and look forward to new floor covering, both stonework and carpets, in the near future.   We are grateful to our 
architect for guiding us through all this. We have been especially grateful to have the use of our chapel until 
now.   
 
Rewiring of Redacre is now almost complete and we have set about redecorating every room as all have been 
affected.   We have been glad to have our Brother Elliot, Brother of the Way and Brother Glyn, Follower of the 
Lamb, locked down with us and they have been fully involved with Sister Hazel and Sister Beatrice in house and 
garden.   We are grateful to our electricians for the rewiring work. 
 
Our prayer ministry has continued and increased during the weeks as more people have found themselves in 
difficult and sad situations.   Do let us know if you have prayer requests as we see this as an important aspect of 
our ministry. 
 
Landscaping the garden came to a full stop but Sister Beatrice has planted many colourful plants around our new 
pond and the Sisters have been able to sit from time to time on our new patio and feel refreshed by the running 
water of the new waterfall.   We have felt very blessed especially during Pentecost. 
 
Fire assessment and training will inevitably involve us in bringing our fire precautions up to date but we go ahead 
with that knowing that we must keep our guests safe as well as our Community.   Much of this has been on hold 
because of the pandemic. 

 
We have been amazed at God’s provision for us over the past weeks when we have had 
no guests.  It costs £1,100 pounds each week to cover our expenses and we have 
received gifts of money – both large and small – from God’s people  and each week we 
have been able to meet our day to day bills.   We have received many gifts in kind too 
and one Sister has a story to tell:  
 
“The doorbell went and a man’s voice said that he had left a few things for us.    
When I reached Redacre, there was no-one at the door but I saw big shopping bags, full 
of groceries on our doorstep.    
 
One Monday morning I went to the supermarket to purchase some groceries.   At the till 

I chatted with the lady behind me about the need to resist buying too much as many are worried about the virus.   
When it was my turn to pay, she quickly paid for our whole shopping with her card.   How blessed we have been 
by these generous gifts.” 
 
Where do we go from here? 
We have already had people enquiring when we are taking guests again.   At the moment we have no go-ahead 
from the government and do not know what the restrictions will be when we can again take guests, but 

            Keep climbing! 



realistically speaking we cannot see any possibility before September.   We still have some way to go with the 
redecorating of Redacre and new restrictions may involve us in limiting numbers.   As soon as we know what is 
required we will set about rearranging our rooms and timetable.  
 
We have the choice of seeing this as a problem or as a challenge, as dismal or exciting.   We hope that with us 
you will see it as shaking us out of our complacency and making way for new experiences of His grace.   Maybe 
that will resonate with you too. 
 

We were reminded of meeting a Sister from Dohnavur at a Mary Sisters’ Retreat on 
Kanaan, Darmstadt  in 1995, whose mother had been one of Amy Carmichael’s babies.   
She loved Amy and quoted one of her sayings to us,  “Keep climbing …. when the way 
is easy you are going down.”    It is in dark and difficult days that faith grows so we 
keep climbing! 
 
We hope you will be able to visit us in the autumn and we will take bookings from 
September but we will not have an autumn programme this year.   We will of course 
have our usual morning and evening prayer.   Please let us know if you would be 

interested in a “zoomed” retreat or quiet day and we will see what can be arranged.  
 
We are privileged to belong to a beautiful, supporting church and give thanks for streamed worship that has 
come to us each Sunday.   We have tried to keep up with new technology and have managed short video clips on 
our website and short messages on “Daily Thought” but our one experience of Zoom was a disaster!   We will 
keep trying.  
 
We thank the Father for a new diocesan bishop, Bishop Mark, who is known to us from the past, and we 
welcome him and Lindsay and their family to the diocese.    Bishop Keith remains our Bishop Guardian and 
Christine Allen our Safeguarding Officer and we are thankful for this support and that of our clergy team.   
 
What is important to us? 
We have all asked this question during the pandemic.   It is a good question to ask.  For us, it has been a call back 
to our threefold original calling:  to seek first the Kingdom of God, and to trust him to provide for us, to give 
Jesus the first love of our hearts in response to his merciful love of us, and to follow the leading of the Holy 
Spirit.   We have had to make many decisions, with few if any facts to base those decisions on, but the Holy Spirit 
has proved a faithful friend and the guardian of our souls and our Community life. 
 
We travel on, not as wanderers in the desert, but with a fixed goal  - heaven - where we will join those who have 
gone ahead of us and even get to meet up with Abraham, Moses and the Prophets, Peter, John and Paul, and of 
course, John Wesley but most especially our dear Lord Jesus.   This will be our greatest joy.     Then we will 
continue to journey on together to that final resurrection day when there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 
 
We leave you with a verse of an old German hymn which could be a daily prayer: 
    Each moment draw from earth away 
      My heart, that lowly waits Thy call; 

Speak to my inmost soul, and say, 
     I am thy Love, thy God, thy All! 

To feel Thy power, to hear Thy voice, 
To taste Thy love, be all my choice.   Amen 

                                                                             Gerhard Tersteegen, tr. John Wesley.  

With love from us all, 
 
The Sisters of Jesus Way 
 
PS.   Please keep an eye on the Notice Board on our website.   We will post there any information about hospitality that 
becomes available. 
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