Sisters of Jesus Way

Summer Letter 2013

Our dear friends,
We have headed this, “Summer Letter”, and it really is summer as we write this,
although what the weather will be when you read it, we don’t dare hazard a guess. We
are glad for the cool interior in the middle of Bethany but elsewhere fans and cold
water are the order of the day, as we work in the kitchen and offices. We have recently
invested in a wood stove for this “cool interior”, which in winter is a distinctly cold
interior!
We are now in the midst of the yearly battle with the wood pigeons in our garden. They are so fat they can hardly waddle. As
one Sister said, we can hardly cover every bush in the garden! Our garden is arrayed with old CDs, bright ribbons and netting.
The dog sails through the air thinking he can fly and may deter them momentarily but within a short time they are swaying
down a path, as if they are the residents.
To turn to other matters – most of you will be aware that there have been tax changes since April 6th this year. As the
threshold for paying income tax has risen, this affects our Gift Aid. Some who give to us regularly will be affected by these
changes. It is important that you let us know if you no longer pay tax. We would also like to remind those who give when
they are visiting us that we can only claim Gift Aid, if you still pay tax! We sometimes think that it was so simple when we
started community and now all sorts of legislation hedges us in. Gift Aid has helped us financially and for that we are grateful.
We do have to do it correctly!
We would be very grateful to hear from you if you are willing to receive our letter via email. It helps us with postage and this
is good stewardship. Also could you remember to let us know please if you change your email address, or move house?
Once again we would like to thank all those who have helped us in any way, not least by praying for us. We are very
conscious of these prayers. Practically, help in the kitchen, offices, library, garden and with housework has been much
appreciated. We have had some wonderful gifts ranging from books for the library to food for the table. In this difficult
economic climate many friends have protected us financially so that we are able to move forward, as we have always done,
improving facilities here. Thank you so much to all of you.
We hope in the autumn to go ahead with a ramp from the terrace to the garden. This is something that we have had our sights
on for years but realised that it would be costly because of the length. It will run alongside the terrace wall and then turn, still
sloping gently, in the direction of the chapel. Our morning and evening prayer and the garden will become accessible to
those with problems of mobility. The first job will be to remove plants where it will be constructed and this can’t be done
until September at the earliest. Our builders, with whom we have a relationship that
requires patience on both sides (us – as we wait for them to come, them – as we find
so many extra jobs when they are here) are happy to work for us again. The boss is
enthused about the project. He quite often does work at Chester Zoo. We are told
that they have ramps all over the place, so he has already reconnoitred there on our
behalf. If when it is completed you think, “I have seen a ramp like that somewhere
else,” you probably will have done – Chester Zoo! We are so grateful to the
heavenly Father that we can go ahead with this.
We were more than grateful for the Lord’s protection on the M56 when a dog ran
across the motorway. As a result our car was involved in a collision along with
three other vehicles. Our Skoda Estate was almost new but you recognise, in a
situation like that, what is important and it isn’t material possessions. The driver
and passenger escaped unhurt. The dog unbelievably made it uninjured across two
carriageways.
Our Christian Insurance Agent stepped in to help us with the
financial side including a bucketful of reassurance to the driver. Truly, our lives are in God’s hands.
In a beautiful service in our chapel recently and surrounded by a few friends, Elliot gave himself to the Lord, as a Brother of
the Way. His ability in music, as well as his practical help, has been a gift to us. We are feeling our way over the whole
question of Brothers in the community. So please do not ask us questions, as we probably won’t know the answers. We are
simply seeking to follow what we believe is the guidance of the Holy Spirit, step by step.
Many of you have asked us about Lynda’s gran. She has now reached 103 and is heading for 104! Her birthday was
celebrated at Westhaven with Welsh singing led by Lynda’s father, a slightly more restrained concert given by us and
fabulous eats provided by the nursing home. Just before her birthday she was given a new carpet in her room – very posh.

Don’t buy all your Christmas presents before our next newsletter arrives. It will be the Advent Letter but rather earlier than
usual, as it will arrive in October. We are hoping that we will be able to write, that on All Saints Day, Nov. 1st, we will have
available a book with the title, “To Love You Only, the Story of Sister Lynda and a Community”. We are working hard on
last minute details such as the cover and a few slight alterations. It will soon be in the hands of the publishers.
Our guests have been many and varied. We have welcomed old friends and made new ones. We were glad to have Brothers
and Sisters from Melanesia staying with us for a week. They sang for us before they left – their singing resonating with faith,
joy and exuberance. We were blessed with glorious weather for our walking and praise weekend. The highlight for many was
saying our Evening Prayer, surrounded by sea, sand and rocks, on Middle Eye Island, which was carpeted in dusty-pink thrift.
Some things live in the memory forever and for some of the participants this was one of them.
We have mentioned several times already in different words the unfolding of God’s will for us. Our world turned upside
down two years ago. We had neither the ability nor the inclination to make plans for the future. It wasn’t an effort to trust, it
just happened. Perhaps, we had become more childlike, grateful to be led, rather than take the lead. We have clearly seen
God’s hand on us. We have moved forward in some directions in ways that we least expected. There was no struggling and
striving, although sometimes plenty of hard work! Each time we realised that the Holy Spirit was leading in a certain
direction we talked and prayed together. There was unanimity amongst us in following, although often we could only see the
next step. We don’t take either the Holy Spirit’s guidance or the gift of each other for granted. They are great blessings.
We began to pray together more often. However tired we were when we met, we have been refreshed by the presence of the
Lord. Adoration has been the key, before we rushed in with our requests! It would be so easy when we are busy to cut
back on prayer. It is a huge mistake if that happens. We are flexible with times: if circumstances dictate that our usual
times for prayer are impossible on a particular day, we fix another time later in the day. That is important. If we think we will
fit it in sometime later, the “sometime” won’t happen! The Lord has drawn close to us. This is not to say that we have
not encountered difficulties. Even in the midst of the most difficult days and perplexing circumstances (and who does not
experience this?) we have been conscious that the Lord was taking us forward and providing for all our needs, in every way.
Why do we make the Christian life so complicated? Isaiah urged the inhabitants of Jerusalem to trust in the Lord when an
enemy army was camped around the city. “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength,
but”, he says to them, “you would have none of it.”1 Human
nature has not changed. We still like to stay in control, make
our own decisions and be strong. Pride and self-importance
are always ready to trip us up. Desperation drives us, not into
the hands of God but to our own resources, or even worse,
foreign gods. Do we really need to go to Yoga or Reike when
Jesus offers us his peace? We can lay hands on each other, in
the Name of Jesus, and pray. If it is exercise and relaxation we
need, there are many avenues that do not involve us in dodgy
philosophies and religions.
Jesus said, “Trust in God; trust also in me.”2 Where is our
trust? Is it wholly in the Lord and the wisdom of His Holy
Spirit? “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.”3 Our trust is never misplaced
when it is in the Lord. He will not forget us. He will never
fail us. We are dear to him, his children.
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