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Advent 2019 
 
Our dear Friends, 
 
Now we enter the glorious season of Advent and how much this dreary world needs 
the coming of the Saviour.  Increasingly we feel the darkness around us and perhaps 
within us as we face pain and sorrow, disappointment and deep grief.   Take heart!    
God in Christ comes to dwell among us and within us.    “God is light and in him is no 
darkness at all”.¹     
 

Light of the world, Thy beams I bless; 
    On Thee, bright Sun of Righteousness, 
            My faith has fixed its eye. 
    Guided by Thee, through all I go; 
    Nor fear the ruin spread below, 
            For Thou art always nigh. 
                          Charles Wesley 

 
We were happy that so many of you were able to join us in our celebration of  40 years of the Father’s goodness 
and faithfulness to us as a Community.   We share here two stories of his provision in recent times.   The music 
team needed new guitar strings … Sister Louise picks up the story. 
 
“It is one of the core principles of our Community that we learn to listen to the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. 
 
It was June 2011.  We had just lost Sister Lynda, our most gifted musician, a month before.  A weaker music 
team went forth into an uncertain future.  
Now, at this time, we were in need of a second guitar tuner.  I ordered one online, and also a recorder cleaner, 
from two different shops.  Meanwhile, Sister Hazel needed guitar strings and ordered some from yet another 
supplier. 
 
Much to our surprise, when my recorder cleaner arrived, it mysteriously came in an envelope with several other 
items, including a guitar tuner identical to the one I had just bought elsewhere, and a packet of guitar strings!  
We had to laugh when we read the enclosed covering letter:  ‘I work for [the shop] where you ordered your 
enclosed recorder [cleaner].  I was intrigued that we had an order from a Sister and looked at the website for 
the Sisters of Jesus Way.  I hope you don’t mind but I have bought some extra items for you when you are 
making music together.  There are some guitar strings, a tuner and some manuscript as I understand you 
compose some of your own music.  I hope these prove helpful for you all in your worship of the Lord Jesus.’   He 
had clearly listened to the Holy Spirit – and we hadn’t!   But the timing of this was so special, the Heavenly 
Father’s encouragement that even in our weakness He still wanted us to make music together for Him”. 
 

It was a great joy for us to move into our new extension to Bethany and we thank especially our architect, 
Andrew, our builders, Karl, Karl, and Steve, our electrician, Paul and our plumber, Simon.   It seemed to take a 

long time to be completed but we now have a beautiful new extension, well 
built and with very few snags.  Thank you building team.   We look forward to 
having you back in the new year to refurbish our little chapel and build two 
new rooms adjacent, one for conversation, prayer and as an overflow for the 
chapel and the other to be used as a store room/flower arranging room.   
Sorry, yes, there will be a little more upheaval but our guest ministry will 
continue as normal.   Once again, we thank all our friends who have made this 
necessary work possible. 

 
 



 
Our beautiful new lounge needed furniture and here comes our second story, related by Sister Hazel. 
“The carpet laid, curtains in place but no furniture.   Our first move to correct this situation was to visit as 
second-hand shop and we purchased a good armchair, in a light cream colour, for £50.   A friend then offered to 
look on  
ebay for us and found two settees and a matching armchair in what we thought was a light cream colour.   She 
offered to bid for us and eventually purchased it all for £170.   The only snag was that it was in Lancaster.   We 
hired a van and two of us travelled up to collect it.   To our surprise, when we returned home with it, it was not 
cream but a light shade of green, exactly the colour of our carpet.   Only the Holy Spirit could arrange that!   It is 
in excellent condition, and has already been well used.   We sang praises of thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father 
who knows our needs and answers in amazing ways.  
 
We hope to share more stories with you in the next newsletter. 
 
It was with sadness that we said goodbye to Bishop Peter on his retirement in September.   He was our BIshop 
Guardian for the past 15 years.   We now await a new Diocesan Bishop and ask that you will pray with us and 
the Diocese as conversations take place.  
   
We are thankful for our place as a Recognised Anglican Community and draw strength from our brothers and 
sisters in other Communities.   We have enjoyed fellowship with the Holy Cross Sisters, the Mucknell Abbey 
Community, the Sisters of Bethany, the Tymawr Community and the Community of the Resurrection.   We were 
pleased to welcome Father Mark, who heads up the Holywell Community in Abergavenny, where young people 
are given a 12 month experience of the Monastic life, some returning to study and work and some joining one of 
the Religious Orders.  
 
Two of our Sisters were able to share in the 50th Anniversary of the English Branch of 
The Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary.    This was a special joy and an opportunity to 
link up with many friends. 
 
In August, Sister Pamela fulfilled a longing in her heart to dance in Chester Cathedral 
as praise to Jesus.   Several of the Community accompanied her into the Lady Chapel 
and were drawn into worship through this special gift. 
 
As a Community we have learnt that we can worship Jesus in the everyday tasks of our life too and praise him in 
kitchen, office and garden, where we do everything out of love for Jesus, well, most of the time! 
 
As we go into the New Year we trust you will be able to join us for one of the Celebration Weekends or Days or 
come for your own personal retreat.   By then the re-wiring of Redacre will be complete.   We invite you to join 
us for Easter when we follow Jesus along his pathway to the cross and rejoice in his resurrection.   This year we 
are having a Pentecost Celebration when we praise and honour the Holy Spirit so maybe you will be able to join 
us for that.   Book early for our Walking Weekend, which is always popular, and our Quiet Days and Weekends, 
which will give you the space you need to spend time with Jesus. 
 
Sister Maria was dedicated as a Follower of the Lamb (a group of women and men who are called to live by our 
Rule of Life in the context of their own domestic situation) in November and we welcome her as she joins our 
little community of Followers.    
 
We cannot be certain where the year ahead will lead us either personally or nationally but we go forward in the 
confidence of the second verse of the hymn we began with: 

Not all the powers of hell can fright 
A soul that walks with Christ in light. 

                                         He walks and cannot fall; 
                               Clearly he sees and wins his way, 
                               Shining unto the perfect day, 

            And more than conquers all. 
 
A blessed Christmas and with love from 



 
 The Sisters of Jesus Way, Brother and Followers of the Lamb   
           ________________ 

¹1 John 1:5 

 
 
 


